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the Sieur Philippe de Bourbon, Comte de Busset,
whose direct descendants flourish in France at the
present day:
(j8) Don Girolamo de Valentinois; who, by marriage
with Madonna Isabella Carpi patrician of Fer-
rara, had issue Madonna Lucrezia de Valentinois
married, in 1562, to Don Bartolomeo Oroboni
patrician of Ferrara, who died in 1565,
(y) a bastard Madonna Camilla Lucrezia; (evidently
the offspring of an intrigue carried on when Duke
Cesare was in Ferrara in 1500-1 arranging the
marriage of Madonna Lucrezia Borgia to the
heir of Duke Ercole d'Este;) born of Duke
Cesare and a married woman in Ferrara; ac-
cording to the deed of legitimation,1 dated 1509,
where Madonna Camilla Lucrezia is said to be
"of the age of more than seven years": she be-
came Abbess of San Bernardino in Ferrara, in
1545; and died in 1573.
The Duchess Lucrezia Borgia d'Este was deeply grieved
by the death of Duke Cesare her half-brother. There is a
very touching letter written by her-friend and sister-in-law,
the Marchioness Isabella Gonzaga of Mantua, to Duke
Alfonso who at that time was in Rome. It is dated the
eighteenth of April 1507; and describes how that the
Duchess of Ferrara, on receiving the sad news, immediately
1 Observe the chivalrous gentleness of the Borgian Era in regard
to women, compared with the bald mercilessness of modern parochial
and civil Registers. In these deeds of legitimation, the woman is
never named, and not always the man. The weaker party is never
punished by eternal gibbeting, by eternal recor™ or her shame by
name. She is always permitted to hide under the veil of comugata,
or soluta, "a married woman" or "a spinster." Still, the Twentieth
Century is humane to the wolf's brother and the hyena's cousin;
and nourishes a Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals:
and perhaps that balances the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries*
humanity and chivalry to sex.

